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only 22 percent of the total population.67 According to Nikola Komatina, only 53.62 percent 
of Montenegrins answered that their mother tongue was Montenegrin while 44.93 percent 
answered it was Serbian.68 At that point, the “Montenegrin language” ideology was not po-
pular among Montenegrins. The whole matter then was not a problem of real language use, 
but an issue of politics over the name of the language. Many people answered with regard to 
the ethnic categories as Montenegrins, Muslims etc. while at the same time declaring Serbian 
as their mother tongue. In fact, this was the usual answer in all censuses carried out in socia-
list Yugoslavia. However, in the 2011 census, 37 percent of population answered that their 
native language is Montenegrin. On the other hand, the ratio of the people which declared 
“Serbian” as their mother tongue decreased. This fact means that the ideology on existence of 
“Montenegrin language” is slowly being received by Montenegrins. Perhaps this ratio will 
not decrease as long as Montenegro continues to form a separate state from Serbia. Whether 
recognized by international society or not, for better or for worse, the basis of “Montenegrin 
language” is under preparation domestically. 

 

Conclusion 

In this article, I shortly described the standardization process of Montenegrin language and 
its effects. Montenegro’s language policy as a consequence or a result of Montenegrin ethnic 
nationalism is slowly establishing the basis for the “Montenegrin language,” though it is not 
strong. Many people in Montenegro claim that Montenegrin is actually Serbian and their 
mother tongue is Serbian. 

The Linguist Ranko Bugarski called the dissolution of Serbo-Croatian an “administrative 
dissolution.”69 Actually, there are no extreme changes in the practical language use – people 
speak as they have been speaking in the past. However, the administrative dissolution crea-
tes a symbolical difference, and plays a role at the deepening and stabilizing the ethnic 
cleavages. In fact, the Montenegrin case is a typical one. “Montenegrin language” is beco-
ming more and more centralized, while the “Serbian language” is being marginalized. In 
August 2011, the former President of Montenegro Milo Đukanović said that “Montenegrin 
[language] is not the language of ethnic Montenegrins, but the language of Montenegrin sta-
te.”70 This language policy gave rise to the protest of “Serbs” and their claims for the protec-
tion of their language rights. Moreover, Serbs increasingly organize in form of political par-
ties promoting equality of nations in Montenegro.71 What has been concluded for other parts 

                                                 
67 At that time, “Montenegrin language” was not recognized as a language officially; in fact, it was the census that 

legitimized it. Language statistics in census often legitimize the existence of a language. Cf. Arel, Dominique 
(2002): Language Categories in Censuses: Backward- or Forward-Looking? In: Kertzer, David; Arel, Dominique 
(eds.): Census and Identity: The Politics of Race, Ethnicity, and Language in National Censuses. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, p. 115. 

68 His thesis was not (yet) published. This data is cited in Lakić, p. 153. 
69 Bugarski, Ranko (2012): Language, Identity and Borders in the Former Serbo-Croatian Area. In: Journal of 

Multilingual and Multicultural Development 33 (3), p. 231. 
70 [Portal analitika] (2011): Đukanović: Crnogorski nije jezik etničkih Crnogoraca, već države CG. In: Analitika, 

25.08.2011. URL: http://www.portalanalitika.me/politika/vijesti/35468-ukanovi-crnogorski-nije-jezik-etnikih-
crnogoraca-ve-drave-crne-gore.html, last access 28.01.2012. 

71 Kubo, Keiichi (2011): Kyuu-yūgosurabia shokoku no seitou shisutemu: Senmonka sābei no kekka ni 
motodzuku seitou no “seisaku-ichi” no sokutei. In: Sengoku, Manabu; Hayashi, Tadayuki (eds.): Posuto-
shakaishugi-ki no seiji to keizai: Kyuu-soren – chuu-touou no hikaku. Sapporo: Hokkaido University Press, p. 
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978-3-7329-0048-0. 
 
„In den vergangenen zwei Jahrzehnten wurden das Handeln und die Entscheidun-
gen rumänischer Intellektueller im 20. Jahrhundert immer wieder kontrovers disku-
tiert. Die meisten dieser Darstellungen sind entweder einseitige Beschuldigungen 
oder beschwichtigende Verteidigungen. Sie werden weder der historischen Situation 
noch der komplexen Quellenlage gerecht. 
Die Jahre zwischen 1930 und 1950 sind in Rumänien geprägt von drastischen politi-
schen Veränderungen, auf die sich die Gesellschaft und insbesondere die Elite immer 
wieder neu einstellen musste – zum Teil innerhalb weniger Monate. […]“ (Aus der 
Beschreibung des Verlages) 
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des Ersten Weltkrieges. Berlin: Frank & Timme (Forum: Rumänien, 22). 368 
S. ISBN 978-3-7329-0115-9. 
 
„In der rumänischen Geschichtsschreibung hält sich bis heute ein Mythos: Zu Beginn 
des Ersten Weltkrieges hätten die Rumänen – bis auf wenige Ausnahmen unter den 
Politikern – einhellig das „nationale Ideal“ vertreten; man sei in den Krieg gegen 
Österreich-Ungarn eingetreten, um sich mit Transsilvanien vereinigen zu können. 
Die Presse und andere Dokumente jener Zeit – von den Anhängern der Entente igno-
riert und schließlich von den Historikern vergessen – zeigen jedoch, dass ein großer 
Teil der intellektuellen und politischen Elite Rumäniens für einen anderen Weg plä-
dierte. […]“ (Aus der Beschreibung des Verlages) 
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Tuncer, Hüner (2014): Das Osmanische Reich und Metternichs Politik. 
Übersetzt von Mehmet Tahir Öncü. Berlin: Frank & Timme (Geschichts-
wissenschaft, 22). 168 S. ISBN 978-3-7329-0047-3. 
 
„Mit der Diplomatie des frühen 19. Jahrhunderts in Europa ist vor allem ein Name 
verbunden: Klemens von Metternich. Ein Verfechter der Monarchie, widersetzte sich 
der österreichische Kanzler erbittert der aufkommenden National- und Demokratie-
bewegung, die er als Bedrohung für die weltpolitische Ordnung ansah. Anhand der 
Unabhängigkeitskriege Griechenlands (1821–1829) und Ägyptens (1831–1841) gegen 
das Osmanische Reich schildert Hüner Tuncer die politischen Schachzüge Metter-
nichs und der europäischen Großmächte; darin kommt deren Dilemma zwischen 
Konservatismus, Expansionsstreben und Nationalismus in besonderer Weise zum 
Ausdruck. […]“ (Aus der Beschreibung des Verlages) 
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Milin, Melita; Samson, Jim (Hg.) (2014): Serbian Music: Yugoslav Contexts. 
Belgrade: Institute of Musicology of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and 
Arts. 199 S. ISBN 978-86-80639-19-2. 
 
„As its title suggests, the volume aims to throw light on different aspects of Serbian 
music (art and popular) composed and performed during the lifetime of the Yugo-
slav state (1918–1991). The Yugoslav multinational frame is considered by most of 
our authors as of essential importance for the shaping of Serbian music and musical 
life, as indeed it was for the music of all the other nations in Former Yugoslavia. 
What kind of continuity was established with the era that preceded the establishment 
of that complex state? How did the competing political programmes of the different 
nations influence the sphere of music? […]“ (Aus der Beschreibung des Verlages) 
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McCormick, Robert (2014): Croatia Under Ante Pavelić. America, the Ustaše 
and Croatian Genocide. London: I.B.Tauris. 320 S. ISBN 978-1-7807-6712-3. 
 
„Ante Pavelic was the leader of the fascist party of Croatia (the Ustase), who, on 
Adolf Hitler’s instruction, became the leader of Croatia after the Nazi invasion of 
1941. Pavelic was an extreme Croatian nationalist who believed that the Serbian peo-
ple were an inferior race – he would preside over a genocide that ultimately killed an 
estimated 390,000 Serbs during World War II. Croatia under Ante Pavelic provides 
the full history of this period, with a special focus on the United States’ role in the 
post-war settlement. Drawing on previously unpublished documents, Robert 
McCormick argues that President Harry S. Truman's Cold War priorities meant that 
Pavelic was never made to answer for his crimes. […]“ (Aus der Beschreibung des 
Verlages) 
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Doubt, Keith (2014): Through the Window. Kinship and Elopement in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina. Budapest: CEU Press. 176 S. ISBN 978-963-386-060-1. 
 
„This book is not about war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, evil, or the 
killing of a society. It is about a cultural heritage, something vital to a society as a 
society, something that was not killed in the previous war, something that is resilient. 
Through the Window brings an original perspective to folklore of Bosnians at a cer-
tain period of time and the differences and similarities of the three main ethnic 
groups in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It examines the transethnic character of cultural 
heritage, against divisions that dominate their tragic recent past. The monograph 
focuses in particular on customs shared by different ethnic groups, specifically 
elopement, and affinal visitation. The elopement is a transformative rite of passage 
where an unmarried girl becomes a married woman. […]“ (Aus der Beschreibung des 
Verlages) 
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Pisarri, Milovan (2014): The Suffering of the Roma in Serbia during the 
Holocaust. Belgrade: Forum for Applied History. 171 S. ISBN 978-86-
916789-2-0. 
 
„Concerning genocide against the Roma in Serbia, there are only fragmentary traces 
which most frequently appear and are repeated in scientific works devoted to other, 
kindred opics, such as and above all the Holocaust. Although this issue has been 
addressed by historiography in Serbia rather seldom and superficially, and despite 
the fact that certain authors attempted to include suffering of the Jews in the category 
of significant topics worthy of permanent attention, it can be noticed that since the 
very outset of their prominence in the public sphere, the Roma have been relegated to 
a place which has, to a certain extent, always been secondary in relation to the suffer-
ing of the Jews. [...]“ (Aus der Einleitung des Buches) 
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Köpernik, Gerhard (2014): Faschisten im KZ. Rumäniens Eiserne Garde 
und das Dritte Reich. Berlin: Frank & Timme (Forum: Rumänien, 20). 290 S. 
ISBN 978-3-7329-0089-3.. 
 
„Faschisten im KZ? Das gab es, auch wenn sie „Ehrenhäftlinge“ waren, die lediglich 
mundtot gemacht werden sollten. Die Eiserne Garde, auch Legion genannt, eine nach 
dem 1. Weltkrieg in Rumänien gegründete faschistische Bewegung, kam im Septem-
ber 1940 an der Seite General Antonescus an die Macht. Sie putschte erfolglos im 
Januar 1941 gegen den rumänischen Staatsführer, der das volle Vertrauen Hitlers 
genoss. Führende Persönlichkeiten der Garde flohen nach Deutschland, wurden in-
terniert und im Januar 1943 in Konzentrationslager gebracht, nachdem ihr Anführer, 
Horia Sima, versucht hatte, nach Italien zu fliehen. Nach dem Sturz Antonescus im 
August 1944 wurden die Legionäre zu Bundesgenossen der Nazis. […]“ (Aus der 
Beschreibung des Verlages) 
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Macedonia. Bloomington: Indiana University Press (New Anthropologies 
of Europe). 282 S. ISBN 978-0-253-00840-4. 
 
„The underground Macedonian Revolutionary Organization recruited and mobilized 
over 20,000 supporters to take up arms against the Ottoman Empire between 1893 
and 1903. Challenging conventional wisdom about the role of ethnic and national 
identity in Balkan history, Keith Brown focuses on social and cultural mechanisms of 
loyalty to describe the circuits of trust and terror—webs of secret communications 
and bonds of solidarity—that linked migrant workers, remote villagers, and their 
leaders in common cause. Loyalties were covertly created and maintained through 
acts of oath-taking, record-keeping, arms-trading, and in the use and management of 
deadly violence.“ (Titelinformation des Verlages) 
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